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Seeder will be a web based application, runnable on platforms (PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, Android) that have a 
web browser. The core idea is to take a central over-arching topic and build a knowledge/mind map around 
it comprising of research papers, blog articles, newspaper articles, online journal articles and other sources 
and present this information to the user in a natural, organic and interactive manner. The final client will be 
able to build their own maps around a topic of their choosing, then be able to share these maps online with 
other users, as well as having the maps created associated with a personal user account which adds to the 
strong social aspect of the system.

Users of the system will range from the Academic (researchers, professors ect) to the non academic 
community. The final product will have to cater for both their needs. Both the user bases require an 
interface that is :

• fast to use
• intuitive
• Uncluttered 
• Non-Hierarchical
• Scalable
• visually appealing

The clients have made it clear that a very important aspect is the visual appearance of the solution. The end 
user is likely to be someone who is a visual learner, so the information needs to be presented to them in an 
interesting and fluid way, but also display content that is rich enough to provide something useful.

Name and Initial Logo Design

The project started initially with the name “Solution Finder” however it became apparent at the first client 
meeting that they had other ideas for the name of the company, they wanted something more modern, and 
liked the idea of an abstract name. They had come up with the name Seeder. And below is an initial logo 
design that i put together after the first meeting, it was decided that going forward the project will use this 
name.
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The name was chosen due to the fact that it is short, and slightly abstract, and the concept of a seed 
relating to the spreading of knowledge, and the direct connection to a central tree, which is a visual 
metaphor for the main component of the system, which is a network similar to the branches of a tree.

Current Alternatives and Possible Competition

The system we are designing is a one-of-a-kind bespoke system, however there are examples of software 
that performs a similar task, or has features that can be improved upon by us. The clients informed us that 
most of the software that is related is based on mind mapping. Aspects we can take from these existing 
systems relate to the mechanics we will implement to do the actual drawing and creation of the maps. 
however useful information can also be taken about the User Interfaces of the programs as well as the 
feedback about them that the client has given us. Some examples of these programs are:
	

• Personal Brain (http://www.thebrain.com/products/thebrain/)
• Inspiration (http://www.inspiration.com/)
• ThinkBuzan (http://thinkbuzan.com/)
• MindJet (Market Leader) (http://www.mindjet.com/uk/)

The other class of programs that we need to investigate are systems for managing bibliographies and 
references in academic research papers and report paper writing, these programs have functionality to 
search and automatically insert references into your project, as well as providing the cloud storage facility to 
sync a users documents independent of any computer. Examples of such software are :

• Zotero (http://www.zotero.org/)
• EndNote (http://endnote.com/)

Each of these websites will be reviewed as part of the requirements gathering portion of the process.
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